Bio
Born 2002 in Blaenavon, Wales

Lives and works in Bristol, UK.

Artist Statement

Darcy Whent’s practice explores the tension between vulnerability and defiance through richly
textured, gestural painting. Working primarily with oil, ink, and paper, she constructs emotionally
charged scenes that blur the boundaries between the theatrical and the domestic. Animal symbolism
features prominently in her work, serving as a surrogate for human emotion and instinct, while also
disrupting expectations around identity and behaviour. Humour operates as a strategic device —
softening the entry into difficult or demanding subjects, and inviting viewers into nuanced
conversations around power, gender, and memory. Based in Bristol, Whent embraces an instinctive,
materially driven process that allows figures and forms to emerge intuitively through the act of
painting.

Residencies

Pennywell Studios, Bristol UK, 2024 / Current

Emerge Residency, Bath UK, Sion Hill 2023-24

Spike Island Associate 2023-24, Spike Island, Bristol, UK

Solo Exhibitions
2025 — Tell Tales, Centrespace, Bristol, UK
2024 — On All Fours, Brentford, London, UK

Group Exhibitions

2020 — From a box to a cube, The Michael Pennie Gallery, Bath

2022 — me & you, us & them, The Michael Pennie Gallery, Bath

2023 — Bath School of Art Degree Show, Locksbrook Building, Bath, UK
2024 — Phony, Gallery Lock In, Brighton, UK (April)

2024 — Potluck, 44AD Artspace, Bath, UK (April)

2024 — Girls and Guts, 44AD Artspace, Bath, UK (May)

2024 — Shapes and Things, Virtual Exhibition (April)

2025 — Scary Monsters, Super Creeps, Phantasmal Gallery




Publications

Artists Responding To, Issue 10, April 2024

Suboart Magazine, Nr.23 2024

Dark Yellow Dot, April 2024 Dark Yellow Dot

“It’s a space for people to come together and connect” | Ballymore

POTLUCK Exhibition: A Surreal Gathering of Emerging Artists at 44AD art space and Phantasmal
gallery

Potluck: On Curating Contemporary Surrealism
Fringe Arts Bath - GIRLS + GUTS

tell tales — Centrespace

Education

BA (Hons) Fine Art, Bath Spa University, Bath (2020-2023)

Prizes and Nominations

Freelands Painting Prize 2023, Longlisted



