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Left: Therese Mulgrew, Night Float, 2025, Oil on canvas, 48 x 72 inches.
Right: Mary Royall Wilgis, South Elliot place, 9.59 am, 2026, 48 x 60 inches

Southampton, NY — Harsh Collective presents Day and Night, a duo exhibition
featuring Thérese Mulgrew and Mary Royall Wilgis at the Hamptons Fine Art Fair, on
view July 9-12.

The booth moves from morning to midnight. Wilgis's South Elliot Place, 9:59 am,
(2026) dissolves a tree canopy into pools of peach, cream, and pale yellow, dappled
light so precisely observed it almost moves. Mulgrew's Night Float (2025) puts you
poolside after dark: a woman suspended in mosaic-tiled water, martini raised,
cigarette in hand, her body refracted into copper and flame. The two works anchor a
presentation that traces the full sensory arc of a summer day.

Wilgis's practice begins outside. Her process, which she calls "light foraging," involves
laying canvas down outdoors to record shadows as they fall, then returning to the
studio to build thin layers of oil over hand-cut translucent mesh. The finished
paintings continue to respond to ambient light, shifting depending on where they
hang and when you're looking. Her titles mark the moment: a specific address, a
specific time.



Mulgrew composes from the other direction, staging her scenes with cinematic
precision. Water, smoke, grapes, brass, glass: the textures of a good night rendered
with hyperrealist exactness. Her paintings don't document pleasure; they recreate
the feeling of being inside it.

"Mary paints a fleeting moment so ephemeral you can barely hold it. Thérése paints a
scene you don't want to leave. Putting them together is about vastly different styles
that come together as seamlessly as day turns into night,” says Etta Harshaw,
Founder of Harsh Collective.

About Thérése Mulgrew

Thérése Mulgrew (b.1991) is a Chicago-based oil painter whose work explores themes
of memory, ritual, and human connection. Drawing inspiration from shared meals
and classical still-life paintings, she creates intimate works that examine the
emotional significance of everyday objects and spaces.

Influenced by photography, cinema, and her background in the fashion industry,
Mulgrew approaches painting as a process of observation and reflection. Her work
often centers around food, table settings, and collected vintage objects, using them
as vessels for exploring desire, identity, and belonging. Through carefully composed
imagery, she investigates the ways personal histories and relationships become
embedded within the material world.

Originally from lowa, Mulgrew studied English literature at the University of lowa and
later took painting and drawing classes at the Art Students League and the New York
Studio School in New York City.

About Mary Royall Wilgis

Mary Royall Wilgis (b. 1997, Baltimore, MD) is a light painter based in Brooklyn. Her
work is a meditation on the texture of time and the thing-ness of light. To honor the
moment in time of creation, she titles her paintings with the time or location where
the light was “foraged.” Wilgis explores the personality of the light through thin
layers of oil paint and hand-cut translucent mesh. The overlaid layers of fabric give it
a distinct sculptural quality that makes the work respond to its environment by
interacting with the present light sources, creating light and shadow within the
world of the painting itself, exploring how light can shape space, measure time, and
define color.

About Harsh Collective
Harsh Collective is a New York-based gallery dedicated to emerging contemporary
artists. Founded by Etta Harshaw, the gallery builds platforms for artists at pivotal



moments in their careers, connecting their work with collectors, institutions, and
new audiences.
www.harshcollective.com
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