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Ruby Bateman, Conquered All and Done Weeping, 2024,  Acrylic on cotton canvas, 16.5 x 11.7 inches 

Tariq Oliver, Untitled, 2025, Acrylic, oil pastel, color pencil on canvas, 48 x 36 inches 
Juliette Vaissière, Hide and Seek, 2024, Oil on paper, 10 x 7.75 inches 

New York, NY - Harsh Collective returns to the Affordable Art Fair with Canonical 
Contemporary, a curated presentation examining how emerging artists are 
reinterpreting classical themes through modern perspectives. The exhibition will be 
on view March 19–23 at booth F2 in the Metropolitan Pavilion. 

As part of their second edition as a member of the Affordable Art Fair Fellowship 
program, Harsh Collective brings together three distinctive voices in contemporary 
art: Ruby Bateman, Tariq Oliver, and Juliette Vaissière. Each artist offers a unique lens 
on historical artistic movements, from Neo-Classicism to Cubism, while addressing 
contemporary social themes. 

British artist Ruby Bateman's intimate works, including Conquered All and Done 
Weeping (2025), examine vulnerability through a feminist reimagining of classical 
motifs. French artist Juliette Vaissière references the visual excesses of Baroque and 
Rococo periods to critique modern consumerism, while Nigerian-born Tariq Oliver's 
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emotionally charged work transforms personal trauma into universal expressions 
through Cubist and Expressionist techniques. 

"This exhibition demonstrates how contemporary artists are engaging with art 
historical traditions in ways that feel urgent and relevant today," says Etta Harshaw, 
Founder of Harsh Collective. "By bridging classical techniques with modern 
perspectives, these artists create work that is both timeless and timely." 

Visitors can experience an additional element of the presentation during Art After 
Dark on Friday, March 21st (6-9 PM), when Harsh Collective will participate in a special 
print raffle in collaboration with Wexel Art. 

 
About Ruby Bateman  
Ruby Bateman (b. 1994, London, United Kingdom) is a visual artist who uses a richly 
colourful and symbolic visual language to interweave Classical, Gothic, and esoteric 
elements into her paintings and drawings. Bateman graduated from the Royal 
College of Art in 2020 with a Print Master’s degree and was awarded a First BA 
degree in Fine Art Printmaking by The University of Brighton in 2017. She tells stories 
about the human experiences of love and loss; institutionalized motherhood and 
dualism; the ego's (dis)association with nature. Through origin-mythology writing, 
paint, and ink, Bateman is able to transform these predicaments into allegorical 
images, connecting her heart to a deeper material consciousness. 

Bateman lives and works in South West England. 
 
About Tariq Oliver 
Tariq Oliver (b. 1983, Lagos, Nigeria) is an artist working from a distinctly 
contemporary perspective that encapsulates the accumulation of trauma humans 
endure. With a critical eye, he challenges our complacency with the cruelty of our 
world. Translating his own experiences into twisted visions of the everyday, he brings 
intangible emotions into a physical form that resonates with viewers. The 
mixed-media paintings incorporate a multitude of sentiments simultaneously, 
representing the intense range of feelings we withstand when presented with loss 
and suffering.  
 
Oliver lives and works in New York, NY. 
 
About Juliette Vaissière 
Juliette Vaissière (b. 1995, Avignon, France) received her BFA from the University of 
North Texas, and her MFA from the New York Academy of Art. She is fascinated by 
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the precious and beautiful objects people collect to make concrete an ever-elusive 
“ideal” environment, and her subjects often include animals or anthropomorphic 
objects in place of the human figure. A student of history, her paintings reference the 
visual excesses of the Baroque and Rococo periods as a means of processing and 
understanding modern-day consumerism and economic disparity. She incorporates 
mixed media and trompe l’oeil elements as a nod to the glossy façade of the digital 
age. 

Vaissière lives, works, and teaches in Shrewsbury, MA. 
 
About Harsh Collective 
Harsh Collective is an artist-first gallery that amplifies emerging contemporary 
artists’ voices and offers a bespoke platform where collectors, artists, and guests are 
all welcome. Harsh Collective brings the artist’s story to the forefront of the art world, 
offering a creative space driven by community. 
www.harshcollective.com  
 
About Affordable Art Fair  
Since its founding in London in 1999, Affordable Art Fair has grown into a global 
platform for contemporary art, held in 15 cities worldwide. The Fair attracts over 
250,000 annual visitors, offering an approachable environment for both 
seasoned and novice collectors to discover original works by emerging and 
established artists. 
www.affordableartfair.com 
 
About the Affordable Art Fair Fellowship  
The Fellowship Program was introduced in the Spring of 2023 and is an initiative 
inviting Greater New York arts organizations founded within the last ten years to 
submit a curatorial proposal to participate as an exhibitor in a dedicated Fellowship 
booth. Awarded applicants are invited to participate free of charge for three 
consecutive editions of Affordable Art Fair NYC. 
www.affordableartfair.com/fairs/new-york-fall/nyc-fellowship-program  
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