
Beverly Y. Smith

I am a mixed-media fiber artist. I choose to express myself
through quilts because of their personal connection to my
ancestors and Southern roots. Through my subject matter,
I explore a new narrative of equal rights and opportunities
for all genders, and specifically giving a voice to women
and girls. The female figures in my quilts engage viewers
in a direct gaze – an evocation of solidarity – as if to say, “I
see you, so I know you see me.” By featuring women and
girls in my quilts, I aspire to promote, honor, and celebrate
perspectives of women across geographic, racial, and
ideological lines, all the while paying homage to those who
came before me.

My quilts acknowledge the strength, preciseness, and
ingenuity of traditional quilts. I also expand upon these
traditions by adding my own aesthetics. The strong
correlations I make with African textiles and my
grandmother’s quilts certainly impacted my own quilt
styles. My grandmother taught me that the smallest piece
of fabric can hold generations of truth. Therefore, it is

characteristic of my works to contain nostalgic materials, and re-claimed garments.

My choice of fabrics come from vintage feed sacks constructed during the 1930’s and 1940’s
from the Great Depression era, repurposed clothing, and upcycled vintage quilts. My quilt
surface is layered with machine and hand stitching, paint, indigo dyes, transferred images, and
found objects. My signature graphite drawings are rendered on unprimed canvas using various
gradations of pencils. I typically use an applique process that is sewn directly to the quilt top.
This transforms my figures into ancestors that tell stories from another time.

The women depicted in my works are all family members that lived during the mid- 1700’s until
present day. They are my grandparents, aunts, cousins, sisters, nieces, and my mother.
Underneath each personality is a collective story, a life, a soul. My faces and figures are not
about capturing an exactness of the person.  It is about capturing their essence.
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